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moment, Derby, indeed, had already protested to Shuvalov
that Russian volunteers were receiving official recognition.1
These considerations made him modify his policy. In May he
had objected even to the moderate proposals of the Berlin
Memorandum, now he was prepared to press for an armistice
and for a policy of local self-government. An armistice had
already been proposed by Russia, who had coupled with it a
suggestion for a conference. The rebels themselves and Serbia
and Montenegro had suffered so terribly that Prince Nicholas
was appealing to Andrassy for an intervention of the Powers.
Lord Derby, seeing this desire to bring the conflict to an end,
and influenced by public demonstrations, instructed Elliot to
propose to Turkey a general armistice.2 Now that Disraeli
wanted to move, he acted with something less than his usual tact.
With sublime disregard of the fact that Lord Odo Russell had
himself deplored that so little notice had been taken of Bismarck's
advances earlier in the year, he roundly abused the Ambassador
to the Queen for neglect in not seeing Bismarck, and even for
taking his usual leave. Two months before Disraeli had com-
mitted himself to the opinion that Turkish affairs would more or
less settle themselves. These two months had been packed with
misery and horror, and now in his anxiety to come to an under-
standing with Russia he had no difficulty in persuading himself
that he had wished it all along. "... At this moment, for example,
it is of importance that we should have an understanding with
Russia, and Lord Derby and Lord Beaconsfield have, both of
them, from the first, shaped their course with that end."3

In September 1876 Europe seems to have been far nearer the
precipice of general war than she had ever been during the
sensational days of May 1875. British public opinion was awake
to the enormities of the Turkish atrocities in Bulgaria, even if
it was ignorant of the larger European issues and counter-
currents that might so easily have involved her in a welter of
slaughter. The Porte had contemptuously rejected the armistice
proposal, as no more acceptable than the Berlin Memorandum,
and though the British Government continued to press it, it was
far more likely that the fire would spread than that it would be
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